
Conference Agenda
Day 1: Wednesday, April 21st
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM

Check-in


Coffee Hour & Professional Networking

Welcome

9:00 AM – 10:15 AM

To AMAC…and Beyond!  More on L.E.S.S., Reporting with the Student Accommodation Manager (SAM), and Quicker Files with the AccessText Network

Christopher Lee, Alternative Media Access Center

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM

Break

10:30 AM – 11:45 AM

Shaping Inclusion through Foundational Transformation (Project ShIFT) 

Kimberly Tanner, Valdosta State University

11:45 AM – 12:00 PM

Break

12:00 PM – 1:15PM

Working Lunch 

To Tweet or Not To Tweet - Strategies for Communicating with Students via Social Media
Joe Tedesco, Alternative Media Access Center

1:15 PM – 1:30 PM

Break

1:30 PM – 2:45 PM

Technology Accommodations for College

Jack Gilson, Vocational Rehabilitation, Assistive Work Technology

2:45 PM – 3:00 PM

Break

3:00 PM – 4:15 PM

Sensory Panel: Exploring Vision and Hearing Accommodations/Services

Katherine Bruni, Georgia/Florida PEPNet

Jack Gilson, GA Dept. of Labor, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Karen Green, Georgia Perimeter College

Paul Raymond, GA Dept. of Labor, Vocational Rehabilitation Services


4:15 PM – 5:00 PM

GA AHEAD Business Meeting & Election of New Officers

Day 2: Thursday, April 22nd
8:30 AM – 9:00 AM

Check-in

9:00 AM – 10:15 AM

Mental Disorders and Classroom Considerations

Dr. Mike Rose, PhD

10:15 AM – 10:30 AM

Break

10:30 AM – 11:45 AM

What’s Hot in Disability Law

Sharon Bellwood, Greenville Technical College
Bonnie Martin, Georgia Perimeter College


11:45 AM – 12:15 PM

Conference Recap and Evaluation

Sessions & Speakers

To AMAC…and Beyond!  More on L.E.S.S., Reporting with the Student Accommodation Manager (SAM), and Quicker Files with the AccessText Network

Christopher Lee, Ph.D.

Christopher Lee is a nationally recognized advocate, author, speaker and leader in the field of learning disabilities and adaptive technology. He currently serves as the Director of the Alternative Media Access Center (AMAC) and the Interim Director of the AccessText Network.

Attendees will:

· Learn what the L.E.S.S. program is and progress on the project,

· Receive an overview of the Student Accommodation Manager (SAM) and consider how it can help disability service providers manage their student data, and

· Describe the AccessText Network and upcoming changes.

Shaping Inclusion through Foundational Transformation (Project ShIFT) 

Kimberly Tanner

Kimberly Tanner is the Director of the Access Office for Students with Disabilities at Valdosta State University.  Kimberly was selected as one of 25 Service Providers to participate in Project ShIFT (Shaping Inclusion through Foundational Transformation), a DOE funded grant.

This presentation will focus on ways that disability is viewed on our campuses and share ideas for shifting our paradigm from the medical model to the socio-political model of disability. 

Attendees will:

· Learn about Project ShIFT and its specific impact on the participants, both personally and professionally, 

· Learn how each member of the campus community can contribute to campus-wide cultural and environmental changes to foster the inclusion and full participation of disabled students,

· Consider how their policies and procedures for accommodating students with disabilities might perpetrate negative attitudes toward disability and interfere with inclusion on their campuses, and

· Make a plan to make small but significant changes to make their campuses more inclusive.

To Tweet or Not To Tweet - Strategies for Communicating with Students via Social Media

Joe Tedesco, Alternative Media Access Center

As the Membership, Outreach and Assistive Technology Manager for the Alternative Media Access Center, Joe is responsible for the development and on-going delivery of AMAC services to its members. He earned his Masters of Education degree at Wayne State University in Detroit and was awarded a certificate in Assistive Technology from the University of Miami. 

Attendees will:

· Describe the social media outlets Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube,
· Discuss accessibility of popular social media sites, and
· Explore and experience social media services.
High School, to College, to Work – Assistive Technology All the Way

Jack Gilson, GA Department of Labor, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Jack Gilson is the Assistive Work Technology Supervisor for the Georgia Department of Labor/VR Program in Metro Atlanta.  Gilson previously worked for 12 years in the private sector, with companies that developed technology for people who are blind and visually impaired.

The AWT program applies assistive technology to clients with disabilities transitioning from high school, to post-secondary, to employment.  With the ultimate goal of meaningful work, the AWT team works to remove barriers to both education and employment.

Attendees will:

· Understand the role of GDOL/VR in collaborating with colleges and universities in providing the necessary assistive technology to students,

· Learn of some of the newer technologies being used by persons with disabilities, and

· See the ultimate success stories of individuals using AT at work.

Sensory Panel: Exploring Vision and Hearing Accommodations/Services

Katherine Bruni, PEPNet

Katherine Bruni is an Outreach Specialist for the Georgia/Florida PEPNet-SOUTH Outreach Site.  The Georgia/Florida PEPNet-SOUTH Outreach Site is part of a federal grant PEPNet (Postsecondary Education Programs Network) that is supported by contracts with the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, Office of Special Education Programs.  They provide 1. training and professional development, 2. technical assistance, 3. technology use activities, and 4. materials regarding services, accommodations, and education to people who are Deaf and Hard of Hearing in postsecondary institutions and high schools.  

Jack Gilson, GA Dept. of Labor, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Jack Gilson is the Assistive Work Technology Supervisor for the Georgia Department of Labor/VR Program in Metro Atlanta.  Gilson previously worked for 12 years in the private sector, with companies that developed technology for people who are blind and visually impaired.

Karen Green, Georgia Perimeter College

Karen Green is a graduate of Gallaudet University (MA, Rehab Counseling).  She came to her current position with GPC after working for Georgia Voc Rehab as a vocational evaluator, rehab counselor, and unit manager.  She has served as adjunct faculty teaching ASL at GPC beginning in 1988 and has been a Parent Advisor with Georgia PINES for 4 years.

Paul Raymond, GA Dept. of Labor, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Paul Raymond has 30 years of experience working with people with disabilities.  He is currently the Director of Blindness Services in Georgia.  He is the former Regional Director in the Maine Division for the Blind and Visually Impaired.  He has a BS degree in Human Services and a Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling, CRC (Certified Rehabilitation Counselor).

Learning objectives will include:

· Know the differences between various forms of “real-time” captioning – CART, C-Print, and others,

· Know the kind of accommodation that may be more suitable for students according to their hearing loss, communication, and academic experiences, and

· Recognize when students may need to consider a change in accommodations for better communication.

Mental Disorders and Classroom Considerations

Michael Rose, Ph.D.

Dr. Rose has taught a variety of assessment-based courses and abnormal psychology classes across the past fourteen years.  He has also maintained an active private practice, specializing in the diagnosis and assessment of mental disorders.

This workshop will cover the diagnostic criteria and symptoms for some of the most common mental disorders that affect college classroom performance.  Selective recommendations will be made to enhance student outcomes.

Attendees will:

· Become more familiar with what constitutes common mental disorders in today’s colleges,

· Learn about issues related to comorbidity, and

· Be able to utilize several meaningful strategies that will enhance academic accommodation recommendations.

What’s Hot in Disability Law

Sharon Bellwood, Greenville Technical College

Sharon Bellwood obtained her BA Degree from Presbyterian College in SC and her Masters from Glasgow University in Scotland.  She is currently completing a Law Degree from George Washington University.  She has fourteen years experience in postsecondary disability services at Spartanburg Technical College and Greenville Technical College.  She was a Disability Advocate for SC Protection and Advocacy for 10 years.


Bonnie Martin, Georgia Perimeter College


Bonnie S. Martin obtained her BA degree from Emory University and a M.Ed. from the University of South Carolina in Higher Education Administration.  She has nineteen years experience in postsecondary disability services at Spartanburg Technical College, Clemson University, and Georgia Perimeter College; seven years as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor for individuals who are deaf and hard of hearing; and seven years as a Psychiatric Social Worker with DeKalb County Department of Mental Health.

The presentation is an overview of OCR/504/ADA regulation pertinent to postsecondary education to include OCR letters of finding and court cases that impact accommodations and service provision to include the recent changes that can impact postsecondary settings.  There will be a facilitated discussion on issues presented by the conference participants.

Attendees will:

· Gain an understanding of pertinent postsecondary regulations in Section 504 and the ADA,

· Become familiar with the changes made by the ADA Amendment Act of 2008, and 

· Learn of resources on postsecondary legal issues.

Contact Information

Sharon Bellwood

Greenville Technical College

(864) 250-8408

sharon.bellwood@gvltec.edu
Katherine Bruni

Georgia/Florida PEPNet

(404) 406-8194

katherine.bruni@pepnet.org
Jack Gilson

GA DOL, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

(770) 909-2701

jack.gilson@dol.state.ga.us
Karen Green

Georgia Perimeter College

(678) 891-3389

karen.green@gpc.edu
Christopher Lee

Alternative Media Access Center

(706) 369-5830

leecm@uga.edu
Bonnie Martin

Georgia Perimeter College

(678) 891-3394

bonnie.martin@gpc.edu

Paul Raymond

GA DOL, Vocational Rehabilitation Services

(478) 751-6234

paul.raymond@dol.state.ga.us

Michael Rose

Georgia College and State University

(478) 445-0858

mike.rose@gcsu.edu
Kimberly Tanner

Valdosta State University

(229) 245-2498

katanner@valdsota.edu
Joe Tedesco

Alternative Media Access Center

(706) 369-5737

jtedesco@uga.edu 

















